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The war between the Union and the Confederacy raged from 1861 until 1865.  The impact of the war on the 
mails manifested itself in many ways.  Besides establishing a new and separate postal service in the 
Confederacy and creating new issues of stamps for both sides, it affected the mail’s rates, routes and postal 
markings.  The Union had a financial and industrial advantage over the Confederacy, and this affluence is 
visible through the window of their postal systems.  

The focus of this presentation will be those postal markings, of which I will endeavor to show a sampling, 
many of which take the form of cancellations.  The majority of these cancels were fashioned by the local 
postmasters in their individual post offices and not by the U.S. Post Office. This showed the attitude of many 
individuals as opposed to a mandate from the federal government.  The cancels have been arranged by 
lowest denomination first, within each of the two issues that were available during the conflict; the 1857 
issue and the 1861 issue.

The earliest usages of what could be termed “patriotic cancels” are found on late in the life of the 1857 
issue, which were valid for postage until the autumn of 1861.  The following are some examples of the 
cancels on the 1857 issue.
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On December 20th, 1860 South Carolina was the first state for secede.  On 
January 9th, 1861, Mississippi joined South Carolina and on the following 
day, Florida enlisted and a day later, Alabama seceded.  Others followed 
and by May 20th, 1861, North Carolina became the last state to join the 
new Confederacy, totaling eleven states.  Although Delaware, Maryland, 
Kentucky and Missouri remained slave states, they stayed in the Union.   
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As you can see from this cancel, the stamp was used on April 18th 1861; 
over 3 months after Alabama seceded.  The Union saw that the Confederate 
government was selling Union issued stamps and hence helping to fund the 
war with their own accountable paper.  So, the Union demonetized the 
1857 stamps and issued new stamps in the fall of 1861.

However, people continued to use the demonetized stamps and these 
usages are very desirable.



WHEN THE MAIL GOES TO WAR

“A Nation at War: Contrasting Postal Systems” 

American Philatelic SocietyPostal History Symposium



WHEN THE MAIL GOES TO WAR

“A Nation at War: Contrasting Postal Systems” 

American Philatelic SocietyPostal History Symposium



WHEN THE MAIL GOES TO WAR

“A Nation at War: Contrasting Postal Systems” 

American Philatelic SocietyPostal History Symposium

The stamps of the 1861 issue show far more patriotic cancels than the 1857 
issue, since those stamps availability in the post offices extended from late 
1861 until 1869.  Here are some examples on the 1 cent stamp of 1861.
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